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weUwishers in assessing the right meanings of sacred
texts.

The authors (wellwishers) chosen for reference in
writing this treatise are the following - Sri Vadiraja
Svami, Sri Purandara Dasarya, Sri Vijaya Dasara^a,
Sri Guru Purandara Vitthala, Sri Gopala Dasarya, Sri
Jagannatha Dasaraya, Sri Venugopala vitthala, Sri Ab-

hinava Janardana Vitthala, Sri Vyasa Vitthala, Sri
Gokavi Anantacarya and others.

Sri Vadiraya Svami;

As the Pontiff of the Sode Mutt of Udipi, he
lived full 120 years. He was the contemporary of Pu-
randara Dasarya (16th Cent. A.D. - the period of
Krsnadevaraya^s rule in Vijayanagar). He has writ-
ten many valuable commentaries in Sanskrit and has
also composed many Kannada texts of the types of
Prose Verses (Suladis), devotional songs and longer po-
ems. His auto-biography styled VrndavanaJcAyanam
is a unique work of its kind. During his life time he
did not reveal his identity; but, after he entered the
holy tomb, he used to make his presence felt every day
in a born-dumb person and would narrate his auto-
biography. It is therefore needless to say that the words
of such a wellwisher are the best source of correct in-
formation.

Sri Purandara Dasarya:

Recognised   as   a   well-known   jeweller

at Purandaragadha, Srinivasa Nayaka was dubbed as
'Navakoti Narayana9- the possessor of nine crore gold
coins. He was given to see God^s excellence in a palpa-
ble manner which made him renounce the world. He
gave away all his wealth by way of charity in the name

of Sri Krsna and became a Haridasa overnight. He is
identified as the spiritual fraction of Narada Maharsi